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I cannot say that I particularly fancy the name New Europe for countries, which have been liberated from Communism.  They are from the Jewish point of view ancient strongholds of European Jewish culture, be it Ashkenazi or Sephardic. The name is a simplification of complex issues, which only those, who live amidst them, can properly judge. Another word, which I dislike, is liberation. It is another simplification to imply that as long as you can vote you are free or that democracy means that the state no longer has an obligation to serve its citizens, and thus it is the strongest, who will prevail. To reach this order any means are allowed and moral and ethical principles can be forgotten. 
Europe needs to define her own special needs and we Jews our European-Jewish concepts based on our special conditions. What neither Europe nor European Jews need, are besserwissers with theoretical formulae without any understanding for practical needs. Women are needed in the positions where plans are made, structures formulated and economic needs assessed, and not only as executors of theoretical principles worked out by men. Of decisive importance is that European Jews do not isolate from mainstream society, but participate in positive ventures and projects to show their willingness to achieve balance and harmony in a multicultural society.
It is nearly two decades since the walls came down for an essential part of Europe. I was in Berlin standing on a roof, when the masses tore down the wall and began to stream in from the holes. My feelings were very mixed. I was moved to tears, but on the other hand I was also frightened. It was the innate Jew, who was scared, the journalist was excited and the woman wept. My colleagues from all over the world expected riots, but nothing happened. People were just happy and relieved on both sides. I was thinking of the millions of Jews, who were lost by the parents of these people, and by the unwillingness and incompetence of the allied forces to stop Stalin’s ravaging.
We had all with interest followed the glasnost, which reflected on all these states, and conscious women considered the whole process of democratisation a very male dominated venture. We expected conservative and preservative winds to blow, because these countries had had very little chance to be part of the development of attitudes to the advancement of the position of women in the West. Parity in the East meant that women worked full time and had nobody to share household duties with. The Babushka institution had been their rescue, but what would happen now, when the laws of the land were determined by the free market?
The process is still in the first stage of motion, women from the East are trafficked to the West, and there are very few women in political top positions in the Central and Eastern parts of Europe, Jewish institutions not forgotten. I predicted in writing during the period of glasnost that the process would take at least one generation, perhaps more, because of the historical and “nostalgic” implications. These parts of Europe had not exactly been in the forefront of equality between the sexes before Stalin. Old habits die hard and an interesting phenomenon appeared, when women wanted to be feminine women in a way which no longer applied in the West. They went back at least half a century in attitudes. 
I needed this lengthy introduction to come to terms with my main topic, Jews in the New Europe. I use this term now not only as a symbol of Central and Eastern countries, but for what in  pan-European propaganda is used for Europe as an entity, which seems to have no end eastward  geographically, but is a useful tool against the new symptoms of cold war.

Jewish women in Europe are part and parcel of the countries where they live. They are both the victims and partners in the development of their societies. I have met Jewish girls from Eastern European countries in houses of certain fame in Frankfurt and Antwerp and I am sure there are others elsewhere as well. I was aghast, not morally, but because these girls would not find their way through Jewish networks to another kind of life. I interviewed some of them and not all of them came from deprived circumstances.  I met a Russian Jewish physician, who said that in her new trade she earned in one month twice the annual salary in Russia for physicians and she knew how to take care of her. She was in her late twenties. There were three Jewish girls in that house with fifty women. Impossible to say, whether that was the real ratio or just a coincidence. It was a depressive experience, not least because they were not trafficked against their better knowledge like the other girls whom I talked to.
The Jews in the Central and Eastern parts of Europe have not had the same opportunity to treat the greatest tragedy in Jewish history and the lowest ethical and moral point in human history. i.e. the Holocaust/ Shoa.  They have not been able to find the same imperative as the past decades have shaped for the West. The countries, where the Shoa has been taboo for so long, have to go through the process of reminder and recollection, which was denied. The wave of equalisation of the Shoa and human mass tragedies caused by other dictatorial and totalitarian régimes should be opposed most emphatically also by this part of Europe, and the champions of that ahistorical cause be reminded of the many ideological and structural differences and the uniqueness of the Holocaust in constructing a whole machinery and industry for eliminating a mainstream in European culture with the Jews.
I was originally asked to talk about Women and the Holocaust and I cannot treat my new title without commenting on the omission of the women’s perspective in the historical research and debate about the Shoa. It is evident already based on the data available that women and men were treated differently for many reasons, which I cannot deal with in detail here. I can only say that the system created was based on traditional ideals and perceptions of the place of women and men, the basic perception being the supremacy of men over women. The work done in Central and Eastern Europe to commemorate and document events should not omit this very important perspective. It has been omitted in the West and the recent awareness has only become research, when it is almost too late for living documentation.
Another important aspect of documentation should be the life of Jews (I carefully avoid talking about Jewish life) in the era of ban against religious freedom. It is surely a very sore point and a cause for both aggravation and anxiety, but it must be done, because it is another example of survival under extreme duress.
Most of the Central and Eastern European countries had to start from scratch in the wake of the new era of freedom. There was very little knowledge of Jewishness or Judaism. There were so few Jews left after the basic disaster and the past decades had alienated many potentially active Jews. There was also a massive stream of emigration to the West from these countries. Some went to the United States, others to Israel and many to Germany, to mention only a few of the recipient countries. Young people left, older people stayed, which further distorted Jewish demography.

I am more familiar with the Baltic countries and Russia than with ex-Yugoslavia and the Balkan states, with Hungary as an exception. There was a special problem in the Baltic States with the influx of Russians and with them Russian Jews. The newcomers came to these countries as conquerors and were treated with understandable animosity after the Baltics regained their independence. The Jewish communities in these countries had their share of this conflict, because there were so very few left of the original Jewish population with their European Jewish traditions. The few thousand Jews, who came from all parts of Russia, were mostly ignorant of any Jewish traditions at all, not to mention religious rites or values. There were and partly still are two groups of Jews in these communities. It is also partly a nationalistic conflict, because hardly any of the Russian Jews ever learnt the local language and Russian is not exactly popular in these countries today. These now very elderly to whom Jewishness was mostly only a word in their passports, are ironically now completely dependent on the social welfare of the Jewish Communities. This welfare is an immense economic strain on these volatile Communities. When visiting the Jewish Community in e.g. Riga one can see the queues of elderly people outside waiting for their perhaps only meal of the day.
Growing ultra-nationalism is a ramification of the new freedom. Ironically it has led to conflicts of interest between Jews and the majority. Whereas local SS-men are considered freedom fighters against Russian conquerors, they naturally represent the ultimate assassins to the Jews. A new wave of anti-Semitism has popped up in many countries, and the fact that there is hardly any Jewish population left does not seem to have any significance. And then there are countries that have decided to make money on Jewish culture, all the more safe, because there are no Jews left. Jewish neighbourhoods are reconstructed, Jewish theatres play without any Jewish actors. It is all very beautiful and American Jews in the third and fourth generation come to cry a little and feel nostalgia for their forebears, who in fact left these places to seek a way out of misery and anti-Semitism. I am sorry to say that I am appalled because of the cynicism behind these projects.
My last assignment as a war correspondent was the beginning of the war that led to the dissolving of Yugoslavia. I very soon left the war scene for other duties, but got the impression that the only Yugoslavs were the Jews, whose organisations helped all parties in the conflicts in need of medical attention. I would be interested to know more about the position of the Jews and particularly Jewish women then and now. Were Jewish women also victims of the atrocities to other women during the war? And what about now? Are the Jews of ex-Yugoslavia in the first hand Jews or nationals of their respective countries? 
Many of the Rabbis, who came to the new-old Jewish Communities, belonged to very Orthodox wings in Judaism. I am sure most of them have done a good job organising and educating Jewish life in these communities, but have they and their male combatants given space to women leaders except in traditional women’s work, charity? Charity is the corner stone of Jewish ethics, but women’s experience and common sense is needed in all spheres of leadership. It goes far beyond the usual koved-business, it is a necessity.  And do these Chabbadnik Rabbis have any understanding for the fact that Jewish life before Communism was well integrated into the majority society and that most Jews were not rigorously Orthodox?  Clashes seem inevitable, if these religious leaders insist on their absolute authority in post-Communist Jewish Communities and pursue in enforcing internal conversion to their wing of Orthodoxy. I should like to stress that unity between the Jews is of utmost necessity in Europe. Let us for once forget about koved and personal power structures and concentrate on broader perspectives in a shrinking world. 
Now, I am going to cross the bridge to the second part of my title, the pan-European scene. The recovering part of Europe has its acute problems, but so has the West. The two most acute problems are shrinking Jewish Communities and growing external threats.
Freedom is a necessity, but one of its side effects as concerns the Jews has always been growing assimilation. Historically the Jewish people in spite of internal differences and disputes have been most united when facing external threats. During rare periods of relative peace and freedom the flanks have thinned. History seems to repeat itself in present time. Another fact is that the same movement away from Judaism has appeared during periods of utter duress in spite of growing unity. This phenomenon of scared Jews with lacking Jewish consciousness is not a new one.
Jewish Communities are also in the West aging demographically with young people moving out to other countries or just disappearing from the Communities. As the demands from professional life are ever growing, young families simply find themselves lacking in time to give their children Jewish education or upbringing. Conveying Jewish values to the next generation is no longer a self-evident part of life, one reason being the complexity of mixed marriages. Jewish institutions can no longer count on the next generation to continue with such traditional activities as charity or social organisations, the very pillars of Jewish life anywhere. What will happen when Chevra Kadishas and Bicur Cholims get no new members or WIZO or Jewish Women’s Welfare Leagues find themselves without participants? Voluntary work simply is not popular among the new generations, who rather put the question ‘what’s in it for me’ than ‘how can I contribute’, which was the motto of my generation and the generations before.
The same controversies between different groupings are also evident in the West, where ultra-Orthodox Rabbis seem to be available en masse for small Jewish Communities, amply funded by their American sources. They are very eager to assert their own objectives, which in most cases are not applicable in these Communities, who have established a respected position in the majority society, surviving in their own way. It has often led to strained relations between the integrated Jewish Communities of diverse colours in Europe and the rather aggressive policies of the ultra-Orthodox movements with lacking knowledge of or respect for existing structures. With growing ignorance and indifference in Jewish secularised families, these authoritarian movements are attractive to young people. It is in its own way the same phenomenon that exists in the Muslim world, where to me incomprehensibly particularly young women craving for a father figure convert to Islam leaving themselves completely to the good will of their husbands.
There are many external threats, which are adding in strength in Europe. They come both from extreme rightist and extreme leftist movements and from skinheads and anarchists, and what more they are joining forces with the radical Islamist groups. The latter are gaining momentum with the growing discontentment of second generation Muslims. It is an interesting fact that the main terrorist actions in the Western world have been planned and led by Muslims, who have been citizens of Western countries. There are deep conflicts within the rank and file of Muslim immigrants as concerns the treatment of girls and women, which have led to so called honour murders, rather dishonour murders of disobedient girls by male family members. It is a gruesome punishment for a natural development.
 It also shows that these migrant Muslims (not all by any means) have no intention to integrate, but insist on the myth of the supremacy of Islam. They are exploiting the basic democratic principle of freedom. With their unbending views of hatred toward Israel and the reflection of that hatred on all Jews, they constitute the most dangerous anti-Semitic group. Their attitude is based on their inability to accept their status as a minority, which would mean that they would have to realise their dependence on the rules of the majority, a fact which the Jews in their history of galut have seen long ago as the only way. Not that it has always helped, but the flexibility of interpretation and thus adjustment of the Jews has still made it possible to continue their existence as Jews. 

The recipient countries in Europe of Muslim migrants seem to have only one solution, which has become a mantra covering all problems. It is Intercultural Dialogue both as a means and as an end. I am sorry to be so cynical, but my firm belief is that the Christian way of turning the other cheek, in this case with its origin in the Mea Culpa of former Colonial powers, will not work, but more rigid methods are needed to restrain this development, which threatens not only Europe or the Jews, but the whole idea of democracy and freedom.
An interesting phenomenon in Western recipient countries of Israelis is that many Israelis show similar symptoms of the majority-minority attitude as migrated Muslims. They do not integrate in existing Jewish Communities, but form their own conclaves, and if they do, their attitude is overly critical. They put demands on the struggling Jewish Communities, which cannot be met. In other words, they behave as if they were still the majority in Israel.

Particularly Germany has ironically been literally flooded by Russian Jews, who have become a problem both socially and economically to the Jewish institutions there. Like elsewhere their lack of Jewish knowledge is evident and both language and social problems prevail.
We are one in Israel, and indeed we are through thick and thin. Even if we claim our independence of Israel’s politics, whatever Israel does reflects on all Jews. The UN has lost much of its authority with its ridiculously negative attitude against Israel caused by the great majority of Arab and/or Muslim countries in the world organisation. Simultaneously when the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is celebrated, many Western countries have almost given up on the UN. The emphasis has shifted from trying to solve burning issues in the UN to smaller more efficient groupings. In Europe the OSCE, which was originally formed as a temporary crisis management organisation in Europe, has become an efficient body with skills to act rapidly when needed. The recent crisis between Russia and Georgia was a good lesson of that. EU is hampered by its bureaucracy and its inability to make decisions, and above all by the competition between the three big powers France, United Kingdom and Germany. The Council of Europe is the oldest pan-European organisation and a useful instrument for advocating breaches of human rights, but a toothless tiger when it comes to real political decisions. It does not deal with big money like the EU -  both its strength and its weakness.
Jewish organisations are well represented in the NGO work of these bodies whenever their status is acknowledged. The NGOs are very well recognised in the Council of Europe, not at all in the OSCE and lingering in limbo in the EU. It is of paramount importance that Jewish organisations participate actively in these pan-European bodies. There is a constant and ongoing battle for a just and objective treatment of different aspects of Jewish questions, Israel and anti-Semitism.  Without the presence of Jewish organisations there would be no blocking device against hostile attacks. The interest of all these pan-European organisations is turned eastward and Jews in countries with newly gained freedom should actively join and work in international Jewish organisations with NGO status. 
I have above painted a rather grim picture of the state of affairs for Jews in Europe, but no Jewish lecturer should ever leave it at that. The strength of us Jews has always been the ability to see light even when it is pitch-dark, which it most certainly is not under present circumstances. There is again recognised Jewish life all over Europe and the assassins did not succeed in wiping out the Jews in Europe. New and old enemies of us Jews surely outnumber us in quantity. That fact has, however, never been any real indicator of Jewish importance to the development of this continent. Am Israel Chai.
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