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Short history

Jewish women' organization  is almost only organization which persist trough all political and,  social and organizational changes in Croatia  from the end of 19. century,  when was established,   to 21.century today.

History- before the  Holocaust
The Israeli women society «Jelena  Prister» has been  in  1887.  established in Zagreb with task: support poor Jewish families, poor brides, elderly and sick, care for school children and families with babies,  support refuges and give scholarship for girls. 

In 1912. The Israely Youth Hoiliday Centre ( Foundation of Tilda Deutsch Maceljska) was established on Adriatic see (Crikvenica) and during the years take care of 2.300 Jewish children.
Zionist women organization –WIZO was established in 1927.  and in  1940 numbers  67 local organizations with 5.000 members- task education and training for Aliya, suport Kibbutzim, collect money ( Keren Kayemet le Israel) and help  escape of refugees. Special  help  was given  to 250 refugee children from Berlin (Alijah hanoar) to escape in last moment via Greece to Palestina.

During the World War II.

Social board  ( Jewish women) in Jewish communities help Jewish prisoners in camp, send package, save children, save old people, evacuated Jewish orphans ( from Split) to Italy, organized health services for refugees, collect food and clothing.

 Participated in Antifascistic movement ( partisan) as a fighters, in suporting units, in undergound movement, as nurses and doctors in clandestine hospital, in organizing escape from gettos and camps ( children) 

Take care of  refugee and people hiden on «free territory» in mountains etc.
After the War

During the Holocaust 80% of Jewish population in Croatia was killed by Nazi.

50% of survivors made Aliyas in 1948 to Israel.
 From 30 Jewish communities in Croatia before War, only 10 was re-established, with decimated number of members 
In Jewish communities Women has been organized as
 « Jewish women section»,

 In all ex-Yugoslavia ( around 75.000 Jews) only 7.500 Jewish women survived, and  2.500 women  in 1958. established: Coordination od Jewish women's section of Yugoslavia , in Belgrade.
This  «women section» has  humanitarian and social role, but their main task was to save Jewish tradition.
 In secular communities-  they organized celebration of Jewish holidays, teach children and youth, keep memory of Holocasut, organized cuktural activities etc.

During the last War in 90-ties in Yugoslavia

Jewish women  organizations cooperate all the time, even living in different «war sides». 
They help Jews  to  escape from war zones ( Sarajevo),  take  Jewish refugees  in Zagreb and Belgrade,
 They organized donations of medicine, supplies, food, organized shelters, transfer of refugee to third countries and Israel etc. 
In new countries after the fall of comunism and Yugoslavia

In Croatia, newly established country, has been organized
 Union of Jewish women in Croatia , which is member of ICJW from 1991.
 Union has affiliated in Jewish communities Zagreb, Osijek, Rijeka and Split  and has annual meeting, Central presidential board and common program and projects.

We organized two 
«Social and health survey» of the members of communities older than 65 years.
Resultes are printed and used in organization of social and health care in community. 
We organized special
lectures about health ,medicines, food, kosher , Jewish tradition and support all activities in Jewish religion and tradition. 
WE , together with CENDO organized 
· data base of Holocaust victims and survivors in Croatia      ( now on Internet)   
· collect memories from survivors, 
· made research «Jewish women in Holocaust», «Jewish women's organizations in Croatia», «Refugee women», «Medicine and mysticism», «Sephardim in Croatia» in Journals and books,  etc..

All activities ( regular meetings at least once a month) are refered on 
· Web page «www.cendo.hr / Union of Jewish women»  . 
 Every year we organized  one week 
· « winter  cultural gathering – Opatija»
· and many other cultural activities ( lectures ,reports, films, symposiums, 

conferences,  recreation, exhibitios, concerts etc.)
WE organized  
· computer seminar and Internet cafee
· Recreation and Gymnastic

WE  cooperate with Claims, JDC, Yad Vashem and other institutions 

 and participate in activities of Jewish women organizations in countries and communities  in  ex-Yugoslavia, Europe and world
