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Croatia

Holocaust Memorial Day

On 30 October 2003, the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports of the Republic of

Croatia adopted a decision to commemorate the “Day of Remembrance of the

Holocaust and the Prevention of Crimes against Humanity” on 27 January. The day

has been commemorated since 2004.

The purpose of the commemoration is to prevent crimes against humanity and to

educate people about the Holocaust.

Official Commemorative Activities

At the national level, a three-day seminar for educators is held on teaching about the

Holocaust and the commemoration of the Day of Remembrance. It takes place in

Zagreb and at the Jasenovać Memorial Site.

Many official bodies and civil society organizations are involved in this event,

including the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports; the Ministry of Culture; the

Education and Teacher Training Agency; the Jasenovać Memorial Site; the Croatian

delegation to the Task Force for International Cooperation on Holocaust Education,

Remembrance and Research; Yad Vashem; the Anne Frank House; the Council of

Europe; the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous; and the United States Holocaust

Memorial Museum.

Additional Practices

Every year, the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports sends instructions for the

commemoration of the Day of Remembrance to all primary and secondary schools.

The schools organize the commemoration in different ways.

All Croatian teachers were invited to send their class/school presentations related to

the Day of Remembrance in the school year 2006/2007 to the Ministry of Science,

Education and Sports, and the most interesting ones were put on the Ministry’s

website.

Promotion of Holocaust Remembrance and Level of Participation

in Events

Representatives from the Croatian Government, local governments, Croatia’s Jewish

community and others groups are involved in commemorations. The Government

delegation includes the President of the Republic, the Prime Minister and ministers.

Representatives of the Ministry of Science, Education and Sports, the Ministry of

Culture, ministers, state secretaries, assistant ministers and representatives of the

Jasenovać Memorial site take part in the national seminar on the Day of

Remembrance.
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Jasenovać Memorial site, Croatia, 27 January 2008.

Information provided by the Croatian Delegation to the Task Force for International Co-operation on

Holocaust Education Remembrance and Research in a communication dated 22 September 2009.
